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THEME:  RUN WITH FAITH  (THE CHALLENGE OF FAITH; FAITH UP!..)
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“For it is by grace you have been saved, through FAITH-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works so that no one can boast” Eph.2:9-9.
Faith seems to be one of the essences of life. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by FAITH from first to last, just as it is written: ’The righteous will live by FAITH’” Rom.1:17.
A short survey of bible verses connected to faith gave at least 352 hits…
These 352 hits include important principles:

-Faith bringing Salvation and redemption 
“This righteousness from God comes through FAITH in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” Rom.3:22-24
-Faith =living = being a Christian, so in the footsteps of Jesus, being examples of faith
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in FAITH, and in purity” 1 Tim.4:12
Hebrews Chapter 11 starts with: “Now FAITH is being SURE of what we hope for and CERTAIN of what we do not see” and this chapter continues to tell us a long list of heros who did so many important and great things because of their FAITH. This impressive list continues: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our FAITH” Hebrews 12:1,2. So you are challenged to get on board and become as well such ‘hero’ of faith. The point is not to become a spiritual mountain-mover or becoming worlds new Billy Graham, but to live your life based on faith and act accordingly in your own space.
-the signs of faith = mission, inner city outreaches, the poor, the third world, evangelisation; standing your whole life for what is noble, right, just, true, beautiful, uplifting.
“You foolish man, do you want evidence that FAITH without deeds is useless? Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and actions were working together, and his FAITH was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says ‘’Abraham BELIEVED God, and it was credited to him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is justified by what he does and not faith alone’. In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so FAITH without deeds is dead” James 2:20-26. 
“Not everyone who says to me (=Jesus), ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only who does the will of my Father, who is in heaven. Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine (=Jesus) and puts them into practise is like a wise man, who built his house on the rock” Mathew 7:21,24. What it means to put faith in action, read Mathew 25:31-40
-Faith has a destiny: that includes 
A:  finally being with Jesus, eternal life, a new heaven and new earth. Always rejoicing Gods goodness, and mercy “Though you have not seen him(=Jesus), you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you BELIEVE in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your FAITH: the salvation of your souls” 1 Peter 1:8,9 and it includes 
B: a personal destiny that God has with each person (it is about you)
“let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of FAITH, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience” Hebrews 10:22. YES, you can meet the Holy Almighty Eternal God by your personal faith…. and it includes 
C: Gods promises/destiny for Continental ministry: to reach out through music and the arts
“Jesus said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever BELIEVES… will be saved’” Mark 16:15, our ministry (personal and as a group and organization) are empowered by faith with real and great targets.
-so faith is a challenge, for YOU and for THE WORLD
Now what about YOU? How to enter this life of faith? How to grow in faith? Here follow some important suggestions to practise:

* Little is already good: “Jesus replied, ‘As you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain,’Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you’” Mathew 17:20
* “if you have faith and not doubt” Mathew 21:21. The enemy of faith is doubt. How to protect yourself against this enemy, as doubt will stop you, will freeze you, may cripple you, will rob you of your destiny, will erase your joyful life…. Some answers:
* “and who trusts(=believes) in him(=Jesus) will never put to shame”(Romans 9:33b)
“so that by FAITH we might receive the promise of the Spirit” (Gal.3:14b) and one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit  we receive is Faith (1 Cor.12:9), the Holy Spirit working all your lifelong will produce great fruits (see Gal.5:22). Read here the following powerful encouragement, essential truth of faith: “Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out ‘Abba, Father’. So you are no longer a slave, but a son, God has made you also an heir” (Gal.4:6,7). As a child, son of God you are not without equipment, God gives you a full armor to be protected and even to attack. Read Ephesians 6: 12-17. Here you find as one of the protections mentioned: ‘the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one’. So it is all in your own hands, you need to move forward and start acting: “But you, man of God, flee from all this (=evil), and pursue righteousness, godliness, FAITH, love, endurance and gentleness” 1 Tim.6:11.
The question now: how is your faith today?

